Digital Dali: Surrealism in art today 

In this lesson, students turn every-day digital photographs into surrealist-style artwork by using Adobe Photoshop Elements. This activity helps students enhance their creativity and better understand surrealistic techniques by working with lighting, color, and movement to turn their pictures into surrealistic works of art. 

1. Introduce students to surrealism. Discuss with them Salvador Dali’s Persistence of Memory painting (www.adobe.com/go/moma_dali) as a key representation of surrealism for its ability to take objects from the real world and set them in a dreamlike state that catches the viewer off guard. 

2. Have students conduct research on surrealism and search for surrealistic images on the Internet. Ask them to bring an example to present to the class. 

3. As an example, demonstrate the surrealist work of art provided with the project. You can use the generalized process shown here and the sample file provided. Explain that surrealistic painting includes various styles, but this example uses an unexpected color palette, perception of space, and liquid and molten forms to present unconscious thoughts, dreams, and imagination of a landscape. 

Sample assets: digital_dali.pse; digital_dali.pdf; dali_image.jpeg (in the digital_dali_assets.zip folder) 

General overview of demonstration sample 
	Open a previously saved image in Photoshop Elements. Alternatively, you can import an image from another digital source such as a digital camera or the Internet. 

Photoshop Elements guide: Overview of Photoshop Elements workspace 

Or view http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/pselements/ig/workspace/defaultworkspace.htm


	Select Adjust Lighting from the Enhance menu and manually adjust Brightness/Contrast by dragging the bar up to lighten the image and make it more dreamlike. 

Select Adjust Color and manually adjust Hue/Saturation by dragging the bar up to limit the color palette and create an unexpected effect. 

Photoshop Elements guide: How to quickly enhance a photo


	From the Filter menu, select Distort > Liquify. Select the Warp tool and drag parts of the photo until the landscape seems to be sliding or melting. 

Experiment with other tools from the Liquify toolbox to continue to represent the surrealistic style. Photoshop Elements guide: How to apply filters 

4. Have students take their own images or select a fair-use image from the Internet to turn into a surrealistic piece of art. Once they have selected their image, provide them with the Photoshop Elements technical guides mentioned in the preceding steps and have each student create a Digital Surrealism masterpiece. 

: For more information about any technical element, see Photoshop Elements Help. 

5. Explain that as they experiment with their images, they should note each tool they used, describe how they used the tool, and explain how the tool helped them to achieve a particular surrealistic style. Explain that the information from these notes will be used in their final reports. 

6. When they have completed their images, have students save them as PDFs in Photoshop Elements; File > Save As > Photoshop PDF. Then pair students and have them trade their images and reports. Have them conduct peer reviews of their work, using the Acrobat Professional commenting tools. You may want to give them some guiding questions for peer review such as “What is your overall impression of the image,” “How did the tools used achieve a surrealistic style,” “What surrealistic styles are employed,” and “What other things might have been done to make the image more surrealistic.” Demonstrate the process for inserting comments into a PDF. 

Acrobat Professional guide: Using Acrobat Commenting and Markup tools 

7. After receiving feedback, ask the students to revise their illustrations and reports, if necessary. Then have the students create PDF documents that include their images and final reports. 

Acrobat Professional guide: How to create a PDF 

Adapting the lesson to grade levels: 
Adapt this lesson to younger students by focusing the content on creating images that illustrate a mosaic. 

Adapt this lesson to older students by focusing the content on turning every-day digital photographs into Cubism artwork to create Picasso’s style images or Impressionist artwork to create Monet’s style images. 

Curriculum and Content Area Standards 
1. Creativity and Innovation 

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students: 

a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 

b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression. 

3. Research and Information Fluency 

Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students: 

a. plan strategies to guide inquiry. 

b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media. 

4. Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving & Decision-Making 

Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects,


solve problems and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. Students: 

b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project. 

5. Digital Citizenship 

Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. Students: 

b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity. 

6. Technology Operations and Concepts 

Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations. Students: 

b. select and use applications effectively and productively.

