DADA

The Dada movement was started, during World War I, by a group of artists and writers in protest against the degradation of European society and the monstrous destruction of the war.
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Artists used their styles to create spur-of-the-moment works.

Significant Dadaists: Jean (Hans) Arp (1887-1966), Max Ernst (1891 – 1976), Kurt Schwitters (1887 – 1948)

Origin of Dada
: The origin of the name Dada is unclear, some theories:

· A nonsensical word

· Used by Romanian artists Tristan Tzara & Marcel Janco; da, da, meaning yes, yes (Engl. equivalent: yeah, yeah, as in a sarcastic yeah, right).
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A group of artists in Zurich (1916) chose it by stabbing a French –German dictionary with a paper knife. It landed on Dada in French means hobby-horse.

· In French “ c'est mon dada”, means it's my hobby.

· According to the Dada ideal, the movement would not be called Dadaism, much less designated an art-movement.
Exquisite Corpse

Among Surrealist techniques exploiting the mystique of accident was a kind of collective collage of words or images called the cadavre exquis (exquisite corpse). It was played by several people, each of whom would write a phrase on a sheet of paper, fold the paper to conceal part of it, and pass it on to the next player for his contribution.

The technique got its name from results obtained in initial playing, "Le cadavre / exquis / boira / le vin / nouveau" (The exquisite corpse will drink the young wine). Another example is: "The Senegal oyster will eat the tricolor bread." These poetic fragments were felt to reveal what Nicolas Calas characterized as the "unconscious reality in the personality of the group" …


… the game was immediately adapted to drawing, producing a series of hybrids the first reproductions of which are to be found in No. 9-10 of La Révolution surrealiste (October, 1927) without identification of their creators. The game was adapted to the possibilities of drawing, and even collage, by assigning a section of a body to each player, though the Surrealist principle of metaphoric displacement led to images that only vaguely resembled the human form.

Fountain, 1917. Marcel Duchamp called it a readymade also known as found art.





Drawing by Yves Tanguy, Man Ray, Max Morise, Joan Miró, c. 1926.








� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dada


� Source: "Dada & Surrealist Art," by William S. Rubin http://www.exquisitecorpse.com/definition/About.html





